
 
 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,                                
 
Our Confirmation students use a student book called Here 
We Stand. The title comes from Martin Luther’s famous 
words at his trial before the papal authorities when he said 
he could not change what God was telling him to do, “here 
I stand.” Our student book is filled with information about 
the Bible, the church, and the Small Catechism.   
 
The book also includes a section on “Everyday Stuff,” like 
“How to Invite a Friend or Neighbor to Church without 
Terrifying Them.” And this is what I’d like to share with 
you, for I think this information will help all of us, not just 
our Confirmation students.   
 
”Introverted and unostentatious by nature, Lutherans are 
often reserved in expressing their personal faith to others. 
Many fear that extending invitations to attend church may 
permanently scare off friends and neighbors or get them 
labeled as “Jesus freaks.” Employing a natural and 
comfortable approach when inviting others, however, can 
ease this fear for everyone.   
 
“1. Work consistently to develop open relationships with 
friends and neighbors. While this may seem obvious, 
when it comes to an evangelistic lifestyle, an invitation to 
church is less likely to frighten those who know you well.   
 
“2. Talk about people and events at your church as though 
they were a natural part of your life; and wouldn’t it be nice 
if they actually were? If you had an uplifting experience 
during a worship service, share it. This may intrigue your 
friends and encourage them to ask questions.   
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“3. Make it a practice to talk frequently about your faith. 
Use ‘I’ statements. Share with your friends and neighbors 
why active participation in a community of faith is 
important to you. Talk about sermons that you find thought 
provoking and Bible studies where you learned something 
new. Putting these anecdotes in terms of your own 
experiences can help avoid making others feel foisted 
upon.   
 
“4. On rare occasions, the best move is gently to connect 
friends with your church through kindly force or coercion. 
For example… ‘just drop by’ the church picnic on your way 
to the ballgame.   
 
“5. Explain the relationship you see between your faith 
and your daily living. How does attending church prepare 
you for the week ahead (or liberate you from the week 
behind)? Ask if they would like to share this experience.   
 
“6. ‘Regular church’ can be too intimidating for some. 
Consider inviting friends and neighbors to a 
congregational special musical event such as the 
Christmas pageant, for example. Invite them to special 
dinners. Eating is both a necessary and nonthreatening 
activity. Ask them to join you on a mission trip or to help at 
the food bank.   
 
“7. Encourage your children to invite their friends to church 
programs and worship services. Make it a condition of 
Saturday-night sleepovers that the whole household 
attends church the next day.”   
 
I hope you learned something from our student book. You 
can see it’s not just for our Confirmation students.   
 
Love in Christ,   

 
Pastor Mark 
 



Worship Schedule 
Sundays in October 

   8:30 a.m. Confirmation in the parsonage 
   9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School in the Parish Hall 
   9:00 a.m. Sunday School in the Parish Hall  
   9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal  
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m.  High School Christian Education  

in the Parish Hall 
 

 October 11 Now the Feast and Celebration  
 
Wednesdays in October 

   7:00 p.m.  Women’s Bible Study at the Parish Hall  
 

Congregation Council and Church Finance Notes 
The Council met on Thursday, September 24, 2015. The next 
regular Council meeting will be Thursday, October 22, 2015 at 
7:00 p.m. A copy of the meeting minutes is posted in the church 
narthex. Council minutes are also available in the church office.  
 
Financial Report  

2015 General Fund Activity (through September 24, 2015) 
 

Income      $138,232.54 
Expenses           $142,894.81 
Mission Support             $8,107.08 
Net Loss      ($12,769.35) 

 
Remember, any church committee meeting may be attended by 
anyone. You do not have to be a member of that group to 
attend their meeting. We encourage you to attend the 
meeting(s) of your choice. 
 

Thanksgiving Worship Service 
The Worship and Music Committee has made the decision to 
move our Thanksgiving Worship service from Thanksgiving Eve 
to the Sunday evening before Thanksgiving to the Parish Hall. 
The reason for this being that many people are traveling to visit 



family the day before Thanksgiving or might be preparing to 
host company.  
 
So put it on your calendars now. SELC’s Thanksgiving worship 
service will be on Sunday, November 22, at 7:00 p.m. The choir 
will be singing at this special service. It will be a great 
opportunity to gather as a community of faith to thank God for 
the many blessings that we have received. The worship service 
will be at the Parish Hall. 
 
As an added bonus, the Social Ministry Committee will be 
serving a soup supper that evening beginning at 5:30 p.m. The 
money raised from the freewill donation will be used for 
mission projects for the 150th anniversary of SELC.   

 
Advent Devotion Book 

This year we will return to the practice of writing our own 
devotion book for the Advent Season. Pastor Mark will be 
asking Congregation Council members and other committee 
members to write a daily devotion, based on an assigned Bible 
passage. Our Confirmation students, and other youth, will also 
be encouraged to write a devotion. Younger Sunday School 
students will be asked to draw pictures that go along with the 
daily themes. Please let Pastor Mark know if you would be 
interested in writing one of the devotions.   

 
Annual Meeting Notice 

The Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church will meet for our 
annual meeting on Sunday, January 24, 2016. Please 
remember that Confirmed members need to commune and/or 
have a contribution on record by the end of 2015 in order to 
vote at this meeting. 

 
Church Office 

The church basement renovations still continue; the church office is 
still located at the Parish Hall, at 201 Academy Avenue in 
Swedesburg. The office phone number remains the same as calls will 
be forwarded over to the Parish Hall. During the time of the remodel, 
it is suggested we have minimal traffic flow through the church 
basement. Please visit the Parish Hall for any church business.  



Nursery 
Due to construction activity in the church basement, the 
nursery has been discontinued until further notice. Activity 
bags as well as a bin of small toys will be available in the 
narthex to assist parents in keeping their children engaged 
during the service. We are blessed to have so many little ones in 
our congregation and encourage attendance for all of our young 
people. As Christ himself said, “Let the little children come to 
me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs 
to such as these.” 
 

Coffee Cart 
During construction of the church basement, we continue to 
have coffee cart outside weather permitting.  
 
Coffee Cart hosts, you do not need to prepare coffee unless you 
want to. There is drink mix and instant tea mix. If the weather 
appears to be inclement, it is your call about whether to have it. 
If coffee cart is cancelled because of weather, please let Mary 
know if you want to be the coffee cart hosts the next Sunday. 
(The thought is that if someone has baked or purchased goods 
and coffee cart is cancelled that they should be able to decide if 
they want to use them the following Sunday.) 

 
150th Historical Committee 

During a Historical Committee meeting, the calendar 
fundraiser was close to being finalized. These calendars will be 
on sale and available at the Smorgasbord on December 3. 
(Please note, the funds raised through the calendar sales at the 
Smorgasbord will not go to our missions.) Be sure to look in 
next month’s bulletin for an order form. If you desire to support 
the church for their 150th anniversary, they will make great 
Christmas and birthday gifts.  
 
The Historical Committee also is interested in hearing what 
your memories of our church contain. Enclosed with this 
newsletter is a sheet of sample questions we ask you to write in 
your answers and return at your earliest convenience. It is 
located in the center of this newsletter. Thank you for your 
help! 



 
The Historical Committee meets every three weeks, on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. The next meeting will be October 14 
at the Parish Hall. 
 

Historical HigHligHts 
“The church is not a building. The church is not a steeple. The 
church is not a resting place. The church is the people.” So goes 
the song I learned in Sunday School. When we celebrate the 
150th anniversary of Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran next 
year, we will celebrate 150 years of our congregation of people, 
not of our church building. The history of our church buildings 
is interesting, though, and shows the resilience and dedication 
of our church people. 
 
The Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Congregation was 
officially organized on April 13, 1866 and initially met in a 
house south and west of Swedesburg, then called Freeport. That 
fall, land was donated to be a church site. The initial church, a 
white wooden building, was constructed in 1868 and used for 
the first time for the annual meeting on January 2, 1869. An 
organist was hired at this meeting. Pastor Hakan Olson became 
the congregation’s first full time pastor that year. The 
congregation outgrew the church very rapidly and was in the 
midst of studying how to best build and finance a larger church 
when in January of 1883, a fire originating in the sacristy 
completely destroyed the church. 
 
A second church was built right away in 1883, but not dedicated 
until 1887. It was also a white, wooden framed church. This 
one, though could hold 500 people and had a spire that reached 
110 feet in the air. Such a tall tower was visible for miles 
around, a witness to the community that was valued during that 
era. The building cost $8,000. This church made it through the 
60th anniversary of the congregation. In June of 1927, the tall, 
highly visible spire became the target during a severe storm and 
was struck by lightning on a Saturday night. The church burned 
to the ground. 
That September, construction began on a new church – a brick 
one. Members were very involved in building the new church. It 



is said that as many as 50 teams of horses were brought in to 
help with the excavation work. The cornerstone was laid on 
Sunday, November 29, 1927, and the dedication festivities were 
held in July of 1928. A highlight was the dedication of the new 
Bennett pipe organ, valued at $10,000. Total cost of the new 
building was $60,837.02. With the coming of the Great 
Depression and the need for a rebuilt parsonage, it was difficult 
to pay off the new church. The year following the 70th 
anniversary celebration, the “League of Church Debt Reducers” 
was formed with the goal of paying off the debt before the 75th 
anniversary of the congregation in 1941. On December 11, 1940 
at a special church meeting, enough money was raised to retire 
the debt and have some left over that went into the Jubilee 
Anniversary Fund. 
 
We are thankful to the good stewards who have kept our church 
in good repair and adapted to our changing needs over the 
years. Projects completed for the Centennial in 1966 included 
rebuilding the organ, redecorating the church interior, 
installing red carpeting in the chancel and aisles, remodeling 
the parsonage, redecorating the Parish Hall and repainting 
parts of the church exterior. During the 1980s, a great deal of 
structural work was done including a reshingled roof, 
tuckpointing and waterproofing the exterior, bell tower repair 
and new heating and cooling systems. Prior to the 125th 
anniversary in 1991, the interior of the church was repaired, 
repainted and recarpeted. The addition of the elevator helped 
keep worship services accessible to those unable to climb the 
many steps into church. With the remodeling of the church 
basement in preparation for our 150th Anniversary, we are 
again on track to adjust to the growing and changing needs of 
our congregation so that the building so lovingly erected by our 
ancestors will remain a place of worship and service to our 
community for generations to come. 
 
Join us in celebrating the 150th Anniversary of 
Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church, June 18-19, 
2016. There will be a variety of activities for everyone. 
 
 
 



Worship & Music 
The Worship & Music committee met on September 23 and 
reviewed past and future services. Pastor Mark suggested a 
future date to dedicate the church renovations. Brooke will 
order some new music. Lynn will order a chalice once 
renovations are complete. The next Worship & Music 
Committee meeting will be October 14, at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Social Ministry 

There is a continuing need for size 4 diapers.  
 
The Fall Food Drive for the Fellowship Cup will run through 
October 25. Baskets will be placed in the narthex and in the 
west entry to the church. 
There is a local family that needs help with car repair. There 
will be an offering plate in the narthex, or checks may be placed 
in the offering with "Social Ministry" in the memo. 
 
The Social Ministry committee's next meeting will be Monday, 
November 2, at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Women’s Study 
A new study called "Keep it Shut" will start on October 7th. The 
back of the book states: Your mouth ever gotten you in a 
tangled - up mess? Maybe it's time you adopted a new rule of 
tongue. The average women speaks over 20,000 words a day - 
not to mention those she types online. Karen Ehman shares 
from experience the how's (and how-not-to’s) of dealing with 
the tongue. Using biblical examples and her experiences 
(sometimes painful) to help equip us to know what to say, how 
best to say it, and when you'd better just keep your lips zipped. 
We meet at 7 PM at the Parish Hall. Come join us! 
 

Tanzania Companion Coordinators 
The Tanzania Companion Coordinators met on Monday, 
September 14. 
 
The next meeting will be October 4 at 11:00 a.m., after worship. 
The High School Christian Education class will join in to learn 
more about our Tanzania relationship.   



Smorgasbord* 
Advance tickets for the Smorgasbord will be sold at the Parish 
Hall for one day, Monday, November 2* beginning at 9 a.m. 
Tickets will cost $17* each. The smorgasbord will occur on 
Thursday, December 3*, 2015 with seating times of 5, 6, or 7 
p.m. Hurry! We have a limited number of tickets available. You 
may contact the church office at 254-2216 for additional 
information.      
 

**These prices, dates and times are subject to change without advance notice. 
 

Harvestville Farm 
The Sunday School and Luther League will travel to 
Harvestville Farm near Donnellson on Sunday, October 25.  
Meet there at 3:00 p.m..  We will leave Swedesburg at 2:15 p.m. 
for those who want to carpool.   
We will enjoy the play area of the farm when we get there, and 
have a meal of hot dogs, chips, and s’mores around 4:30 p.m.  
Then the older youth will go through the flashlight maze.  Be 
sure to bring a flashlight!  The younger kids are free, bring $5 to 
go through the maze.   
 

Sanctus Real Concert 
The contemporary Christian band Sanctus Real’s “Farewell to a 
Friend” Tour with Finding Favour comes to the Sondheim 
Center in Fairfield on Thursday, October 8 at 7:30 p.m. for a 
night of praise and music.  The cost of the concert is $20 per 
person.  Please let Pastor Mark know if you are interested in 
going to this concert.   
 

Church in Kirore (substation of Ngaeni) 

  



Pastor Mathew Martens, with his wife, Mary; along 
with Dan and Ben at Pastor Marten’s retirement party. 

  
 

Weekly Worship Audio Available 
You may enjoy listening to our service each Sunday morning at 
11:30 a.m. on the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM. 
 
Our weekly worship service is available on the church website: 
www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “Online Directory 
and Media”, and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on 
the weekly service you wish to listen to.  
 
Each monthly newsletter is available on our website: 
www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on calendar, and then click 
any month to read it. 

 
Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 

The WELCA school kits will be assembled and packed on 
Wednesday, October 14, beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the Parish 
Hall. You are welcome and invited to assist with the 
assembly process as many hands make light work. 
Thank you for all the donated supplies that make the school kits 
possible. If you cannot assist with the assembly and packing, 
you may make a donation to cover the shipping costs of the 
packages. Mark you check for WELCA. 
 
Cluster 8 will meet on Thursday, October 15 at Peace Lutheran 
in West Burlington. Contact Betty Molander before October 9 if 
you would like to attend. The program will be on one room 
school houses; in-kind gifts of school supplies (similar items to 
LWR school kits) will be appreciated. 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
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The next Rachel Circle meeting will take place at 9:15 a.m. on 
Wednesday October 28; Shelly Honts is the Hostess, and Sally 
Anderson is the Study Leader. Mary Martha will meet at 2:00 
with Louise Unkrich as the Hostess and Jane Wickham as the 
Study Leader. 
 

WACO C.R.O.P. Drive 
The Waco CROP Drive has existed since 1967. The total collection for 
the Waco CROP Drive 2014 was $40,031.80. What a wonderful way 
to help those around the world with many needs. Our 2015 goal to be 
collected in the WACO district is $36,000.00. This year’s WACO 
C.R.O.P. Drive will receive 25% of local donations! The monies will be 
channeled through the WACO Ministerial Association and used 
within the two WACO Community Funds. These funds from C.R.O.P. 
(Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty), will be used to 
meet physical needs of people within the WACO area. The other 75% 
of donations will still go to those in the most desperate need who 
suffer from fire, flood, storm damage, famine, war, disease and 
poverty both nearby and around the world. You may give to CROP 
through SELC’s Sunday offerings throughout the month of October 
by making checks payable to “Waco CROP Drive” or noting “CROP” 
on the envelope. The CROP Drive ends November 1. CROP operates 
under the Church World Service organization. See 
www.churchworldservice.org for more information. Gary Anderson is 
our local CROP canvasser. 

 
Lost and Found 

Recently a couple of men scanned the grounds and used their 
metal detectors in the Parish Hall yard. They found a silver 
Modern Health Crusaders pin. If you think this is yours or you 
are interested in it, please contact the church office. 
 

Thank you 
To our church family: Russ and I would like to thank you for 
your prayers, friendship and love through the past year as we 
have had many ups and downs, confusion, pain and difficulty. 
As many of you know, Russ moved to Rapid City, South Dakota 
almost a year ago for a better job opportunity. There was at 
times much hardship and turmoil for both of us as Debbie was 
contemplating the difficult possibility of moving to Rapid City 
and we were very confused about where God was leading in all 
this. Through much prayer and soul searching God led Russ to 

http://www.churchworldservice.org/


move back to Kalona this past March, even though this meant 
leaving his job and returning to his former place of employment 
in Iowa City. Russ has continued to search for better job 
opportunities in the Iowa City area and God has finally 
answered our prayers. Russ will be starting his new job with 
Century Link starting October 5th. This job will be something 
much more suitable to Russ both financially and with job 
security as well as overall happiness in his job. This will also 
allow us to stay in the Kalona area and not have to relocate. 
Russ and I both appreciate your prayers during this difficult 
time.                        Sincerely, Russ Meyer and Debbie Swanson 

 
Hayride 

The Swedesburg community is invited on Sunday, October 18th 
to attend the Evangelism Committee’s hayride. Meet at the 
parish hall for the rides and yard games from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., 
as well as enjoying roasting hot dogs over a bonfire. If it rains, 
the fun will take place in the Parish Hall, 201 Academy Avenue, 
Swedesburg. Bring a friend!  

 
Federal Privacy Laws 

Because of Federal Privacy Laws (HIPPA), if you or a member 
of your family are hospitalized and would like the Pastor to 
visit, please contact the church office at (319) 254-2216, or 
Pastor Mark at (319) 631-8564. 

 

 
All are welcome as congregations of the Southeastern Iowa 
Synod gather for an evening meal and to share stories of life 
and ministry. Bishop Burk will share his own thoughts and 
hopes for our life together as church, and facilitate conversation 
about how our connections to one another in Christ can bring 



to expression a bold and hopeful witness to our communities 
and to the whole world…all in the name of Jesus. 
 
This is a free event, please bring a can of soup to donate to the 
local food pantry or a financial donation for ELCA World 
Hunger.  
Sunday Sept. 20 Sunday November 8 
St. Mark Lutheran Church Faith Lutheran Church 
West Des Moines, IA Eldridge, IA 
4:30-7:00 p.m. 4:30-7:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday February 21, 2016 Sunday February 28, 2016 
Memorial Lutheran Church Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Nevada, IA Cedar Rapids, IA 
4:30-7:00 p.m. 4:30-7:00 p.m. 

 
Food Resources of Henry County, Inc. 

Would you please consider donating grain or cash to the Food 
Resources of Henry County in 2015? We were successful in 
2014 raising $36,200 of our $40,000 goal to help feed the less 
fortunate people of the world, but there is still a greater need at 
hand. Henry County is one of over 200 U.S. growing projects 
that supports over 50 projects around the world, benefitting 
over a million people per year. Our total goal for 2015 is 
$40,000 from growing project grain yields and donations. 
 
Your assistance in our humanitarian effort would be greatly 
appreciated. You would join other concerned Henry County, 
Iowa citizens in making possible Food Resources Bank’s long 
sustainable food security programs implemented by their 
members all across the United States to some of the poorest 
communities in the world.  
 
Your spirit of generosity and compassion for others makes the 
world a better place by supporting families in their efforts to 
feed their children. May you be blessed in the rich measure that 
you have been a blessing!  
 
If you would prefer to donate cash, make your check payable to 
Food Resources Bank, (and you may donate during the 
October service offerings at Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran 
Church by writing Food Resources Bank on your check). If you 
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decide to donate grain, almost all elevators in Henry County 
will turn your grain into cash and mail a check. Thank you for 
your support. 

–Loren Beachy, President FRB 
 

 
Warming Hearts with God’s Love 

and a Good Pair of Mittens 
Far too often, there are children who arrive at LSI’s Beloit and 
Bremwood Residential Treatment Centers with almost nothing 
in their possession. And for children or youth who have been in 
the foster care system, it’s not uncommon for them to arrive 
with everything they own in a single garbage bag.  
 
We give thanks for Iowa congregations because you faithfully 
respond to these needs, year after year! As winter approaches, 
LSI relies on your loving support to meet the demand for hats, 
coats, gloves and mittens for children and youth at Beloit and 
Bremwood. And if you’ve ever been a child, had a child or 
known a child, then you also know it doesn’t hurt to have a few 
extra pairs around! 
 
Your church has likely received or will soon be receiving a letter 
inviting you to participate in LSI’s coats and mittens appeal. If 
you would like more information, please contact Deb Whitford, 
LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at 
deborah.whitford@LSIowa.org. 
 
LSI is proud to be an affiliated social ministry organization of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Learn 
more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.  
 

 
 

A Fresh Start for Sophia 

mailto:deborah.whitford@LSIowa.org
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Sophia is funny, creative, brave and smart. But in junior high, 
she heard none of those words from her peers. Instead, when 
she was 12, a classmate said to her, “Why are you still alive? I 
wish you were dead.” 
 
That’s when she started cutting herself. “Other kids at school 
threatened me on a daily basis, and the teachers didn’t do 
anything to stop it,” said Sophia, now 18. “I didn’t want to walk 
home by myself after a while.” 
 
Things fell apart for Sophia during seventh grade. Her grades 
slipped and she started acting out. A rocky home life didn’t help 
matters. Sophia spent the next five years in and out of 
treatment centers, shelter care and foster care, and eventually 
she was placed at LSI’s Bremwood Residential Treatment 
Center in Waverly. 
 
“I didn’t have a lot of family support, so Bremwood became my 
family,” she said. “They built up my self-esteem as much as they 
could when I didn’t have any.”  “Before Bremwood, I didn’t care 
about wanting to be successful or happy or stable,” she added. 
“I would self-harm multiple times a day with anything I could 
find. I’m doing better with it, but it’s still a struggle sometimes.” 
 
Sophia completed treatment at Bremwood, and she is now 
attending community college with plans to eventually study 
social work and business. LSI staff is so proud of Sophia – she 
was named “Student of the Year” at her GED graduation 
ceremony this past spring! 
 

Malaria Campaign 
We did it! The ELCA Malaria Campaign reached its financial 
goal of raising $15 million. Thank you! Working with our 
Lutheran companions and partners, malaria programming has 
taken place throughout 13 countries in Africa. By working 
together, we have brought about lasting change. 
 
Although the fundraising goal of $15 million has been met, our 
commitment to ending deaths from this preventable, treatable 
disease has not. Additional gifts may be given to expand the 
malaria efforts until January 31, 2016. In the coming years, 



support to our companions and partners to address malaria will 
come through gifts to ELCA World Hunger, which has a long 
history of supporting health-related work. 
 

 

  



 

 
Throughout the year we pray for all our church members. Each 
week we will pray for about five church families.  
Please pray this month for: 

 
October 4:  
Ridinger, Duston & 
Sarah, & Miranda; 
Robb, Randy & Keri, 
Michael, and Sarah; 
Rodgers, Derek; 
Rodgers, Devin & 
Amber, and Alley; 
Rodgers, Wayne & Mary 
Lou; 
Ryan, Rodney (Rod) & 
Taryn, Hailey, and 
Aubrey 
 
October 11: 
Sandeen, Ralph & 
Cherry, Alex, Nick, and 
Hallie; 
Schermer, Douglas & 
Shirley; 
Schlatter, Douglas, and 
Nicole; 
Schrader, Chris & 
Cyndthia, Christian 
Baxter, and Kayden; 
Shadley, Phyllis; 
 

 
October 18: 
Sharp, Mike & Heather, 
Jordan, and Jonathan; 
Simpson, Casey & 
Melanie, Josette, 
Joseph, Jacob, and 
Samantha; 
Smith, Adam & Brooke, 
Courtney, and Delaney; 
Smith, Darrell & Gail 
Snodgrass, Jim & 
Helen; 
 
October 25: 
Sommer, Everette; 
Sovern, Kinsey, and 
Riley; 
Steffens, Delbert & 
Virginia; 
Stout, Amanda; 
Stout, Brian; 
Stout, Carissa; 
Stout, Emily 

 



October Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday on their 
special day: 
 

  1 Lil Chrisinger 
        Marilyn Goldenberg 
        Seth Orr 
  2 Angelina Martinez 
  4  Gayle Olson 
  7 Betty Carlson 
  8 Ashley Olson 
  9  Deb Reid 
10  Leon Peterson 
11  Zoe Wagner 
12  Erin Edgington 
      Brian Johnson 
      Shari Tolander 
13  Kay Alvine 
14  Kim Anderson 
      Marc Benson 
      Jody Gott 
      Kolbein Ostby 
    Michelle Kempf 
15 Jean Kracaw 
      Jennifer Olson 
17  Cale Caboth 
 Dylan Mullin 

18  Hunter Anderson 
19  Kurt Alvine 
21  Ken Lindeen 
     Rebekah Kimzey 
22  Sara Graf 
      Daniel Mullin 
23  Lisa Olson 
     Paige Woline 
24 Dusty Beichter 
 Anissa Martinez 
25 Lindsay Miller 
26  Johanna Crawford 
     Nancy Taylor 
28  Carmen Benson 
     Aaron Kempf 
     Patty Waterhouse  
30  Ryan Woline 
     Noah Provino 
     Courtney Smith 
31 Mike McClure 
     Heather Lindeen 

 

 
 

October Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 
  1  Mark and Linda Kimzey 
  3  Brandon and Hanna Jones 
  8  Kirk and Leah Alliman 
10  Kris and Michelle Kelley 
17  Paul and Darci Zoss 
21  John and Jennifer Wagner 
23 Jeff and Deidre Zihlman 
 
Please help the church office update their records by submitting any 
birthday, anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.   



CONGREGATION REFLECTIONS 

 
PRAY FOR: 

 The family of Brian Roth upon his recent passing. 
 

 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported 
by this congregation.  

 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Rev. Elisa Mrutu 
and people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner 
congregation in Tanzania.  

 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 
 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to all who attended the Thrivent sponsored Potluck 
fundraiser on Rally Sunday. 
 

 members who continue to refrain from entering the 
basement of the church, helping to keep the amount of 
renovation dust in the sanctuary to a minimum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1897 140th Street, P. O. Box 88, Swedesburg, Iowa 52652-0088  
Telephone 319-254-2216       Web:www.swedesburglutheran.org  
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